
HCA Choir to Sing National Anthem 
for Baltimore Orioles 
Holy Cross Academy’s Select & Senior Choirs, under the direction of 
Scott Rutledge, have finally made it to the big leagues.  The Baltimore 
Orioles organization has chosen them to sing the National Anthem 
prior to their game against the Kansas City Royals on Friday, May 25, 
at 7:00pm.

“One of the first goals I set for our program,” Rutledge said, “was to 
sing at a major league baseball game.  It took almost three years, but 
this opportunity is the culmination of lots of hard work on all our parts, 
and a blessing from God.”

The students are now planning fundraisers to help alleviate the costs of 
renting a bus, lodging, and food for the trip.

The Select Choir has performed the National Anthem twice for 
Syracuse University basketball games, and once for the Syracuse Chiefs 
at Alliance Bank Stadium.

“I chose to pursue the Baltimore Orioles as our first performance of 
the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ at a MLB game because I have worked with 
them previously,” said Rutledge, who sang at Camden Yards in 2010.

“I was impressed with the staff and the ballpark,” he continued. “They 
are an organization that is still very family friendly. You can still afford 
to take a family to an Orioles game.  Camden Yards is a gorgeous, state 
of the art ballpark.” 

Besides an evening at the ballpark, Rutledge is also reaching out to 
Catholic churches in the Baltimore area in the hopes of singing at a Mass 
while they are in the area.

“It’s important to us to always keep the focus on our faith,” he said, 
“regardless of the other events and responsibilities we have while 
traveling and performing.”

Rutledge knows this opportunity means increased visibility and notoriety 
for HCA and its music program.  It is also another step towards a major 
goal that he hopes the music program reaches in the very near future.

“Another goal I have always dreamed of is to sing at Carnegie Hall,” he 
commented. “This trip to sing for the Orioles is another meaningful 
step towards that attainable goal. 

Crusader Dispatch
HCA’s Online News Notes

March 22, 2012

  www.holycrossacademy.com

HCA Select Choir students perform the National 
Anthem at Alliance Bank Stadium on June 28, 2011 
(above) and at the Carrier Dome on January 13, 
2010 (below).  The Baltimore Orioles organization 
has asked them to sing the National Anthem prior to 
the its home game against the Kansas City Royals on 
Friday, May 25.

  

Oriole Park at Camden Yards was built in 1992 and 
its “throwback” design revolutionized how future 
ballparks   were build.  The park’s most recognizable 
feature is the 1898 B&O Warehouse, which towers 
eight stories high behind the right field wall.

“I take very seriously what 
an honor and privilege 
it is to sing the National 
Anthem, and we intend to 
give a flawless, reverent, 
enthusiastic performance of 
the ‘Star-Spangled Banner.’”

      -Scott Rutledge


